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Postal Service shall take all appropriate meas-
ures to ensure the continuation of door deliv-
ery for all.”

Many do not realize that the Post Office is
already in the process of phasing out door de-
livery service, the heart of its customer experi-
ence.

And that if some in Congress had their way
it would be eliminated entirely!

In my home state of California, residents in
newly planned communities are already wit-
nessing the end of traditional mail delivery.

Instead, residents are being forced to resort
to so-called cluster boxes—centralized
curbside locations many of which are in unse-
cure locations and poorly maintained.

Just last month local residents from a com-
munity meeting in my district adopted an offi-
cial neighborhood resolution calling on Con-
gress to address this pressing issue.

| have heard stories from dozens of my con-
stituents about cluster boxes being stolen or
damaged and having to wait months to raise
enough money to replace them.

Americans have benefited from door deliv-
ery service ever since the time of the Civil
War.

But now some in Congress, in a short-sight-
ed attempt to cut costs, are pushing through
a radical overhaul of the Post Office without
even considering the consequences.

Studies have shown that in today’s digital
age it is people with disabilities and the elderly
that rely most on postal mail more, especially
for prescription medicine.

Yes it is these very groups that would most
be hurt by the sudden forced adoption of cen-
tralized cluster boxes.

And businesses all across the country, es-
pecially startups will be forced to close up
shop since there will be no way to guarantee
the security of their delivery.

All this just for short term cost cutting—
which will do nothing to address the long term
solvency of the Post Office.

And we already know that nobody wants
these changes. In 2013, USPS offered vol-
untary cluster box conversions to businesses
and only .8 percent signed up.

What business could survive by constantly
looking for ways to reduce customer satisfac-
tion?

Or by finding ways to devalue the very serv-
ice, door delivery, it is known for?

But that is what the proponents of such rad-
ical postal reform efforts have in mind.

Furthermore, such changes will end the
equal mail delivery system we have now for
everyone.

Forced adoption of cluster boxes and a “de-
livery tax”, whereby only the wealthy will have
access to door delivery, will create a two-
tiered system breaking the fundamental unity
that has always been central to the Post Of-
fice’s mission.

| ask my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to join me in supporting this effort to help
preserve door delivery for all.

———

SUPPORTING THE INCREASED DIA-
LOGUE BETWEEN GREEK AND
TURKISH CYPRIOTS

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2014

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today regarding the 40th
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anniversary of the division of Cyprus, and to
encourage a final settlement that makes pos-
sible a reunited island and a shared, peaceful
and prosperous future for all Cypriots.

Over time, members of this House have de-
livered, and will deliver, statements denounc-
ing Cyprus’ status quo, while placing all re-
sponsibility of it with Turkey and its actions in
1974. It is scarcely noted that in 1963, as a
result of ethnic tension, Turkish Cypriots were
compelled to leave the joint institutions of the
Republic of Cyprus. This hostile environment
for the Turkish Cypriots continued and in
1974, the Cypriot National Guard, supported
by Greece’s military junta, launched a coup to
secure enosis—or unification—with Greece.
Following the coup, animosity towards Turkish
Cypriots increased and the Cyprus that was
once unified, became an environment where
the Turkish Cypriots no longer felt safe nor
welcome in their home country. Turkey de-
fends it was within its rights to protect the pop-
ulation as a guarantor power under the 1960
Treaty of Guarantee.

Each year, we hear from one side that a
final settlement can be achieved once Turkey
withdraws its forces from the island. The Turk-
ish government has previously stated time and
again its desire for a final settlement that pro-
tects the rights and freedoms of both commu-
nities, and will allow Turkish troops to return
home. Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan called
again this week for a political settlement
based on mutual consensus and the political
equality of both communities. Turkish Cypriots
demonstrated their desire for the reunification
of the island through their support—a decade
ago—of the Annan Plan, which contained
drastic compromises for both communities, yet
was rejected by the Greek Cypriot community.
The continuing isolation of Turkish Cypriots
from the international community in the ten
years since while Greek Cypriots, as the Re-
public of Cyprus, utilize EU membership and
the global flows of commerce, is an imbalance
that must be redressed.

The only solution to this imbalance, and the
status quo in total, is a comprehensive agree-
ment where the rights and equality of both
communities are recognized, respected, and
maintained. Both parties will have to give, if
common ground is to be secured. | call upon
both sides to continue their efforts on this
front, and express my hopes that the Adminis-
tration do everything within its power to sup-
port such a process.

———

TRIBUTE TO DETECTIVE KEVIN
BURNHAM OF THE SPRINGFIELD
POLICE DEPARTMENT ON HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2014

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, on July 25th, the
Springfield, Massachusetts, Police Department
said farewell to their longest serving officer
when Kevin Burnham retired after 43 years
and two months on the job. A highly respected
professional, a popular colleague, and a dear
friend to everyone on the force, Kevin relin-
quished his Senior Officer badge last week to
Ruben Borrero following a time-honored tradi-
tion. For the first time since 1971, Detective
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Burnham would not be patrolling the streets of
the city he loves.

Ask anyone in the Department who their fa-
vorite co-worker was, and the reply would like-
ly be Kevin Burnham. They admired his dedi-
cation, strength and courage. They enjoyed
his sense of humor and the laughter that
seemed to follow him everywhere. And his loy-
alty was unquestioned. At the end of the day,
Kevin looked upon the Springfield Police De-
partment as a band of brothers and sisters. To
him, the force was a family working together
to make our city a better place to live, work
and raise our children.

From his early days as a rookie, it was obvi-
ous that Kevin was born to be a cop. He had
the street smarts necessary to be effective in
law enforcement, but he also had compassion.

Those two qualities were the reasons his
career was so successful. Whether it was be-
coming one of the first detectives to work on
the Narcotics Bureau, his service in both the
Uniform Division and the Crime Prevention
Bureau, or the responsibility that came with
the job of Evidence Officer, Kevin performed
each task exceptionally. He was honest and
trustworthy and his fellow officers knew he
had their back.

Being a Police Officer always comes with
risks. And two years ago, one of his closest
friends, Officer Kevin Ambrose, was killed in
the line of duty. To Kevin Burnham, it was the
lowest of low points. But with his trademark in-
tegrity and character, he led the funeral pro-
cession for his fallen friend along with nearly
one thousand law enforcement officers from
across the country. He helped turn a sad day
into a touching tribute to a lost comrade.
That's the kind of person he is.

Kevin and Barbara Burnham have been
great friends of mine for many years. They are
good people and great fun. As Kevin begins
his well-deserved retirement, | want to wish
him nothing but the very best. And on behalf
of the United States of America, it gives me
personal satisfaction to congratulate him on an
extraordinary career serving and protecting the
citizens of Springfield. Well done Detective
Burnham!

——————

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR PUTIN’S
POLICIES

HON. MATT SALMON

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2014

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, as everyone in
this Chamber knows, Russia has been con-
ducting itself in a manner that is irresponsible
and demands accountability. Over the past
several months we have witnessed President
Vladimir Putin’s ruthless actions in Crimea and
now Eastern Ukraine that has prompted a se-
ries of economic sanctions that are being es-
calated as he continues to display a doctrine
of muscular nationalism amid the growing con-
cerns in Europe and the U. S.

This past week, the Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration at the Hague announced a historic
ruling that the Russian Federation had violated
the Energy Charter Treaty when it expropri-
ated the assets of the Yukos Oil Company
after fabricating tax charges and put its found-
er and chairman, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, in
prison. Mr. Khodorkovsky’s former holding
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company, GML, rightly brought the case to the
Hague and received a ruling in their favor that
exceeded $50 billion.

| have been following this case for the past
ten years because | am personally acquainted
with Mr. Khodorkovsky and was greatly con-
cerned when the Russian government con-
fiscated his company and then had him ar-
rested. At the time, a top aide to President
Putin, Igor Sechin, maneuvered the govern-
ment takeover of Yukos and eventually cre-
ated Rosneft, a company he now heads, with-
out any compensation to the Yukos Oil Com-
pany investors and shareholders.

| am pleased that Mr. Khodorkovsky was
eventually released from prison and that the
Hague’s Arbitration Court, after seven years of
litigation, has finally brought justice to a case
where one of the world’s largest countries
seized the assets of its largest company, thus
violating all the principles associated with the
rule of law.

But as the extensive news accounts reveal,
it is unlikely that the Russian Federation under
the guidance of Mr. Putin will honor the court’s
decision that awarded the GML shareholders
about half of the original $114 billion claim.
Undoubtedly, Russia will exhaust all means to
contest the ruling and avoid payment, but ulti-
mately justice will prevail even if it results in
the seizure of assets outside Russia.

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that President
Vladimir Putin’s authoritarianism and national-
istic policies are moving our bilateral relation-
ship back to the Cold War days. The Russian
leader has to recognize that in today’s world
he has to be held accountable for actions that
are reprehensible, whether they are geo-
political in attempting to impose his will on
other countries or internal when it involves the
core tenets of democracy: rule of law, a free
press and a viable opposition. Indeed he is
taking Russia in the wrong direction.

———

HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION
FUNDING ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
in reluctant opposition to the highway bill be-
fore us today. While | strongly support infra-
structure spending and believe we must pass
a short-term fix to avert insolvency this sum-
mer, | am concerned that this bill will allow us
to simply kick the can down the road one
more time and delay a long-term solution.

This week, the Senate voted on a bipartisan
basis to shorten the timeline of this emergency
extension, increasing pressure for a perma-
nent solution this year. The House should not
now delay those urgent conversations into
next Spring. Our states and businesses have
repeatedly asked for a long-term highway bill
that provides certainty and allows them to
tackle our greatest infrastructure needs. Con-
gress should pass a temporary patch to get us
the next few months, and then immediately
begin work to fix the Trust Fund once and for
all. Our constituents expect solutions, not
band-aids, and it is long past time for Con-
gress to deliver.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE US
MEDICAL SOCCER TEAM

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2014

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, as co-
chair of the Congressional Soccer Caucus, |
rise today to recognize the US Medical Soccer
Team. The Congressional Soccer Caucus mis-
sion is to encourage legislation, activities and
events that promote soccer and issues affect-
ing the greater soccer community, toward en-
couraging healthy and active lifestyles among
America’s youth.

The US Medical Soccer Team is an organi-
zation comprised of practicing physicians from
around the country who share a passion for
soccer, medical education and community
service. They represent the United States in
the World Medical Football Championships,
which is an annual World Cup-style soccer
tournament comprised of similar physician
teams from around the world. On July 6th, the
US Medical Soccer Team will kick off their fifth
year of participation in this tremendous event,
taking place this year in Natal, Brazil.

The US Medical Soccer Team formed in
2010 by connecting physically active physi-
cians who love the game of soccer. While
their time on the soccer field has been an in-
credible experience, the growing focus of the
organization has been community service. As
active physicians, the US Medical Soccer
Team is passionate about reaching out to un-
derserved youth around the United States
through their outreach program “Healthy, Fit
and Smart”. This program, focused on fitness,
nutrition and education, is a fun and inter-
active way for the team to convey the impor-
tance of an active and healthy lifestyle while
educating about careers in science and
healthcare. The soccer brought the team to-
gether, but the outreach has enriched their
lives and fostered strong connections to nu-
merous community centers and organizations
around the country.

In the summer of 2015, the US Medical
Soccer Team is honored to host the World
Medical Football Championships in Long
Beach, California. This event will bring over
400 physicians from around the world to the
United States for a week of athletic competi-
tion, medical education, and community out-
reach. The US Medical Soccer Team is con-
fident this event and the organization’s ex-
panding efforts, both on and off the field, will
be a source of pride for our nation.

| urge all Americans to recognize the US
Medical Soccer Team and wish them luck on
the field as they head to Brazil to compete this
summer in the Physicians’ World Cup and
support them off the field in their continued
outreach efforts with underserved youth advo-
cating for fitness, nutrition and education. As
physically active doctors, they “walk the talk”
and encourage other colleagues and their pa-
tients to do the same.
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IN TRIBUTE TO DEANA MARTIN

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2014

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to shine a spotlight on an American
star for vastly different reasons to which she
is accustomed. Deana Martin, an accom-
plished singer, actor, author and performer in
her own right, as well as the daughter of the
legendary Dean Martin, will be performing for
the people of Enfield at the request of the
Lady of Mt. Carmel Society and the local Chief
of Police, Mr. Carl Sferrazza.

On August 2nd, Ms. Martin, as a special
guest of the community, will be visiting seniors
at the Enfield Senior Center to talk about her
experiences watching and performing with her
father. She will also stop by the Felician Sis-
ters, Our Lady of the Angels Convent to bring
her performance to those who would not oth-
erwise have the opportunity to see it.

In addition to performing her music, Ms.
Martin will also be speaking on her best-sell-
ing book, “Memories Are Made Of This” in
which she tells her father's story through her
own eyes. The book’s name is a reference to
her father's work that captures the essence of
their relationship.

Thanks to Ms. Martin’s participation, this an-
nual tradition of a proud Connecticut town will
be a unique experience filled with music and
storytelling from a legendary American family.
| thank Ms. Martin for her wonderful musical
work, and her service to this local community.

CELEBRATING JAMES BALDWIN
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2014

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
admiration that today | rise to join all of the
people in the village of Harlem and my Con-
gressional District to celebrate the works of
Mr. James Baldwin on his 90th birthday this
upcoming August 2, 2014. James Baldwin was
a legendary writer who broke new literary
ground by exploring racial and social issues in
his works.

Mr. Baldwin was born to Emma Jones, a
single mother, on August 2, 1924 in Harlem,
New York. While he never met his biological
father, Mr. Baldwin did have a father figure
growing up: Baptist Minister David Baldwin.
The preacher’s religious influence had a last-
ing impression on James and his writings. He
would go on to spend three years as a youth
minister. The language of the church shaped
the cadences and tones of his work, becoming
unmistakable hallmarks of his literary style.

After striking out on his own and moving
away from home, Mr. Baldwin published short
stories in national periodicals under the tute-
lage of his mentor, Beauford Delaney, a re-
nowned Harlem Renaissance painter. Growing
disillusion with chauvinism against African-
Americans and the gay community, Baldwin
left our country and settled in France at the
age of 24. He found that the distance gave
him enough space to reflect on his experience
as a black man in white America. Please allow
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